


WHAT IS THE 
HISTORYMAKERS?
 A 501(c)(3) Nonprofit Educational 

Institution, Founded In 1999

 The Largest Collection Of African 
American Video Oral Histories

Prior to The HistoryMakers, there was 
only one other large-scale, methodic 
attempt to document African American 
history in the first-person – the WPA 
Slave Narratives.



WHO IS A 
HISTORYMAKER?

A HISTORYMAKER Is An 
African American By Descent Who: 

 Has Made Significant 
Accomplishments In His Or Her Own 
Life; and/or 

 Is Associated With A Particular 
Movement, Organization Or 
Association And Event Or Time That 
Is Important To The African American 
Community. 
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BY THE 
NUMBERS

The earliest recollection in the Collection

Cities and towns where interviews have been 
conducted

Age of the youngest HistoryMaker at time of 
interview

Age of oldest HistoryMaker at time of 
interview

Stories available on The HistoryMakers 
Digital Archive

Hours of primary source, first-person 
testimony

1700s

413

28

109

140,000+

11,000
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HISTORYMAKERS BY AGE

2059

1237

HISTORYMAKERS BY GENDER

Female 
HistoryMakers Male 

HistoryMakers

37.5%

62.5%

BY THE 
NUMBERS



DATA &

ASSETS
Video
 13,000 Betacam Sp
 13,000 Mjp2000
 14,500 Xdcam (Mov)

Documents
 +200,000 Pdf
 Paper Files

Images
 60,000 Jpgs

LTO Tapes
 93 LTO-6
 262 LT)-4

Databases
 FileMaker Pro



METADATA

FILEMAKER
INTERVIEWEE

Biographies 
Occupations
Favorites
Locations (birthplace, interview location)
Employment –Dates/Locations
Organizations – Dates/Locations
Education – Dates/Locations
Names of family members

INTERVIEW
Logistical Data
Transcripts
Interview Descriptions
Tape Descriptions
Segment Titles

DIGITAL ASSETS
Technical Metadata
Descriptive Metadata
Preservation Metadata



Windows Server
(Named SUNNAS)

It contains directories for
Each proxy file. 

Xendata Server
(Windows)

Xendata writes MXF and MOV
Files to LTO-4/6/8 tapes (TAR &LTFS)

Digital Archive
Contains FLV files

Proxy
Contains MP4 files

Samma Solo 1

Samma Solo 2

Creates MXF (MJPEG200), MOV
MP4 and FLV

ANALOG
CONVERSION



External Hard Drive
(Nexto Brand)

MAC Sever
FFMPEG

Windows Server
(Named SUNNAS)

It contains directories for
Each proxy file. 

Xendata Server
(Windows)

Xendata writes MOV and MPEG
Files to LTO-4/6/8 tapes (TAR &LTFS)

Digital Archive
Contains FLV files

Proxy
Contains MP4 files

Creates MOV (XDCAM), MPEG
MP4 and FLV

BORN-DIGITAL

VIDEO



DATA 
MIGRATION

Library of Congress
 External Hard Drives
 Technical And Descriptive Metadata
 Mavis Ingestion
 Lcnaf Creation

LTO4/6 to LTO-8
 Issues:

 Missing and lost files
 Rewrap Xdcam And Mjp2000
 Quality Control

Working with Digital Bedrock
 Ingest Back Into Xendata



BORN-DIGITAL
VIDEO ONLINE CONTENT

P U B L I C  W E B S I T E
w w w . t h e h i s t o r y m a k e r s . o r g

D I G I TA L  A R C H I V E
d a . t h e h i s t o r y m a k e r s . o r g

( s u b s c r i p t i o n )

D I G I TA L  L I B R A R Y
d l . t h e h i s t o r y m a k e r s . o r g

https://www.thehistorymakers.org/biography/roz-abrams
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